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While Europe’s bankers fight it out we 
print this smail anthology of 


Tributes to Filthy Lucre 


Karl Marx 


Everything that man had looked on as inalienable 
has become an object of exchange or barter, and 
can be alienated. This is the age of general 
corruption, of universal venality. 


The need for money is the one true need 
engendered by political economy, with the result 
that the quantity of money is becoming more and 
more the one essential quality of man. 


In the end—and this is also true for the capitalist 
—an inhuman power reigns over the whole. 
(The Poverty of Philosophy) 


J. M. Keynes 


When the accumulation of wealth is no longer of 
high social importance, there will be great 
changes in the code of morals. 


We shall be able to rid ourselves of many of the 
pseudo-moral principles that have hag-ridden us 
for 200 years, by which we have exalted some of 
the most distasteful of human qualities into the 
position of the highest virtues. We shall be able 
to afford to dare to assess the money-motive at its 
true value. 


The love of money as a possession—as dis- 
tinguished from the love of money as a means to 
the enjoyments and realities of life—will be 
recognised for what it is: a somewhat disgusting 
morbidity, one of those semi-criminal, semi- 
pathological propensities which one hands over 
with a shudder to the specialists in mental 
disease. (Essays In Persuasion) 


David Bazelon 


Money is a dream. It is a piece of paper on which 
is imprinted, in invisible ink, the dream of all the 
things it will buy—all the trinkets and all the 
power over others. 


It is a kind of institutionalised dream which, 
along with its companion dream-institution of 
Success, constitutes the main fantasy on which 
our way of life has been built. (Paper Economy) 


Send It To Us! 


As you can see, money is pretty unpleasant 
stuff, according to everyone from Martin 
Luther to William Morris. So don’t go on 
risking your well-being. Send it to us im- 
mediately, and we'll get rid of it for you. 

Cheques are money too, of course, so make 


them out to Merfyn Turner, Treasurer, Peace 
News Ltd, at 5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 
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Martin Luther 


The World is the Devil’s, and the People in it 
have become Pure Devils. Accursed Avarice has 
destroyed us. Usury lives all Secure, and Rages 
as if he were God and Lord in all Lands. 


It is the World’s Way to think of nothing but 
Money, as though it hung as Soul and Body. God 
and our Neighbour are Despised, and the People 
serve Mammon. Hell will glut You. 

God must Intervene and make an End, as he did 
with Sodom, with the World at the Deluge, with 
Babylon, with Rome, and such like Cities, that 
were utterly Destroyed. 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! Hearken to the Sighing 
of Thy Church, Hasten Thy Coming! Wickedness 
is reaching its utmost Limit, Soon it must come to 
a Head, Amen. (Sermons, 1568) 


Edited by Roger Barnard 


William Morris 


First understand that our present system of 
Society is based on a state of perpetual war. Do 
any of you think that this is as it should be? 


I know that you have often been told that com- 
petition, which is at present the rule of all 
production, is a good thing, and stimulates the 
progress of the race. 


But the people who tell you this should call com- 
petition by its shorter name of war, if they wish 
to be honest, and you would then be free to 
consider whether or not war stimulates progress, 
other than as a mad bull chasing you over your 


own garden. (How We Live, How We Might Live) 


Jules Henry 


Every culture produces, in an unbelievably 
appropriate and rigid way, a philosophy that fits 
its needs like a glove. 


Pecuniary philosophy is a total system, embracing, 
like some great classical school, not only a 
metaphysics and morality, but also a psychology, 
a biology, a history, a poetics, and so on. 


It has also a theory of birth and death—the birth 
and death of products. 


Fundamentally, what pecuniary philosophy does 
is place the product in its proper perspective in 
our culture. The product and its attached claim 
are considered central, while the inert consumer, 
or rather his head, is placed where it belongs—in 
secondary, or perhaps merely adventitious, 
position. 

Consumers are necessary to the existence and 
evolution of products: consumers (like air and 
water) are the environment in which products (in 
a way similar to plants and animals) evolve and 
have their being. 


Just as deprivation of air and water causes plants 
and animals to die, so loss of consumers causes 
the death of products. (Culture Against Man) 


Norman Brown 


Money is inorganic dead matter which has been 


made alive by inheriting the magic power which 
infantile narcissism attributes to the excremental 
product. 


Freud pointed out that it was an integral part of 
the anal symbolic complex to equate the faeces 
with the penis. The infantile fantasy of becoming 
father of oneself first moves out to make magic 
use of objects instead of its own body when it 
gets attached to that object which both is and is 
not part of its own body, i.e. the faeces. 

Money inherits the infantile magic of excrement, 


and then is able to breed and have children: 
interest is an increment. (Life Against Death) 


fl 
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Worla Campaign For COs’ Rights 


Below is the text of A World Ap- 
peal on Conscientious Objection to 
Military Service, just issued by War 
Resisters’ International (see last 
week’s Peace News). The text has 
been produced by WRI in pamphlet 
form, complete with a petition for 
collecting signatures. Readers who 
want to circulate copies should 
write to WRI. 
* *K * 

The Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights is ““a common standard of 


achievement for all peoples and all 
nations ”’. 


Some nations give the legal right to 
refuse military service on grounds of 
conscience. Many do not. Some Con- 
scientious Objection laws are narrow 
and give no exemption to the 
majority of Objectors. Some, in offer- 
ing alternative civilian service, make 
no provision for those who object to 
all forms of conscription. 


When laws do not exist, or do not 
operate fairly, young men go to 
prison, sometimes for many years, 
sometimes on more than one occasion, 
for their convictions. 


Their crime is a gesture of solidarity 
with their fellow men—a belief in 
the sanctity of human life which no 
political consideration can over-rule. 


Their recognition is a human right, 
but not a right included in the 
Universal Declaration. 


Human Rights Year could bring free- 
dom to Conscientious Objectors—if 
you take action. 


Though the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights implies the right of 
Conscientious Objection, in many 
countries and situations COs are re- 
fused their basic right. 


PEACE NEWS SHOP-IN 
CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Saturday 14 December, 11.30-6 


At Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, WC2 


Please send gifts of 
all kinds for sale 


Peace News, 5 Caledonian Road, N1. 


Universal 
Declaration 


Art. 1: All human beings... are 
endowed with reason and conscience 
(Except COs). 


Art. 2: Everyone is entitled to all 
rights and freedoms set forth in this 
Declaration without distinction of any 
kind (Except COs). 

Art. 8: Everyone has the right to 
life, liberty, and security of person 
(Except COs). 

ArT. 4: No one shall be held in 
slavery or servitude (Except COs). 


Art. 5: No one shall be subjected to 
torture or to cruel, inhuman, or de- 
grading treatment or punishment. 
(Except COs). 

Art. 6: Everyone has the right to 
recognition everywhere as a person 
before the law (Except COs). 


Art. 8: Everyone has the right to an 
effective remedy by the competent 
national tribunals for acts violating 
the fundamental rights granted him 
by the constitution or by law (Except 
COs). 

Art. 9: No one shall be subjected to 
arbitrary arrest, detention, or exile 
(Except COs). 

Art. 10: Everyone is entitled in full 
equality to a fair and public hearing 
by an independent and impartial 
tribunal, in the determination of his 
rights and obligations and of any 
criminal charge against him (Except 
COs). 

ArT. 18: Everyone has the right to 
freedom of thought, conscience, and 
religion (Except COs). 

Art. 19: Everyone has the right to 
freedom of opinion and expression. 
This right includes freedom to hold 
opinions without interference, and 
to seek, receive, and impart informa- 
tion and ideas through any media and 
regardless of frontiers (Except COs). 


ArT. 21: (i) Everyone has the right 
to take part in the gov- 
ernment of his country, 
directly or through free- 
ly chosen representa- 
tives (Except COs). 


Kevin McGrath 


NO MORE 
CANNON FODDER! 


Talk about conscription hardly seems 
relevant at first. ‘‘The opposition to 
Universal Military Training is gen- 
erally based not on fact but rather on 


such generalities as democracy, 
morals, aggression, education, and 
pacifism. 


“The chief opponents are parents, 
church groups, educators, subversive 
groups, and a large section of the 
public which does not think.” 


That is an extract from an official 
guide for veterans’ radio panels, 
issued during the course of an inten- 
sive publicity campaign in 1946 to 
sell the American public on the idea 
of conscription in time of peace. 


It is quoted in Conscription—A World 
Survey,* published by War Resisters’ 
International in conjunction with the 
campaign to get recognition for Con- 
scientious Objection as a Human 
Right. 


*Conscription: A World Survey (WRI: 
15s, ed. by Devi Prasad and Tony 
Smythe). 


The attitude enshrined in the quota- 
tion has in no way declined. It ex- 
plains why, of the 78 countries listed 
in the WRI survey as having some 
form of military conscription, only 19 
are given as making any provision at 
all for Conscientious Objectors. 


That includes countries like Bolivia— 
which limits provisions to its small 
colony of Mennonites—and_ Israel, 
which only grants CO status to 
women. 


Sacred Duty 


For most countries, in fact, there is 
no question of any recognition of such 
a right. “Defence of the Fatherland 
is the highest duty and honour of 
every citizen ”—that is how the Bul- 
garian Constitution bombastically 
puts it, in words that are echoed 
across the world. “ The defence of the 
country is a sacred duty of every 
citizen ” is the Italian Constitution’s 
version. 


In fact, the most deep-rooted inter- 
national feuds melt away. Mainland 


(ii) Everyone has the right 
of equal access to pub- 
lic service in his coun- 
try (Except COs). 


Everyone has the right 
to work, to free choice 
of employment, to just 
and favourable condi- 
tions of work and to 
protection against un- 
employment (Except 
COs). 


ArT. 23: (i) 


* * 2k 


The reality of the situation is ex- 

pressed not in the Universal Declara- 

tion, but in Article 4 of the European 

Convention for the Protection of Hu- 

ek Rights and Fundamental Free- 
oms: 


(i) no one shall be held in slavery 
or servitude. 


(iii) for the purpose of this Article 
the term “forced or compul- 
sory 
clude: 


labour” shall not in- 


China stands shoulder to shoulder 
with Formosa and the USSR, Israel 
with Egypt, and North with South 
Korea in denying the right of any 
individual, on any grounds, to refuse 
to do his murderous bit. 


The fact that conscription no longer 
exists in Britain means—so short is 
our memory—that it is easy to forget 
that, with the exception of Japan, 
Britain is virtually the only major 
country in which this is the case. 


In the same way, with a measure of 
recognition of the right of Con- 
scientious Objection in countries such 
as America and France, it tends to be 
assumed that this right is one that 
has been generally won. The action 
now is seen, by many people, as 
merely trying to get this right ex- 
tended, trying to get the accepted 
definition widened, and in working for 
an end to the system of conscription. 
In fact, to press for the rights of COs 
to refuse conscription is even seen in 
some quarters as co-operating with 


(b) any service of a military char- 
acter or, in case of Conscien- 
tious Objectors in countries 
where they are recognised, 
service exacted instead of 
compulsory military service. 


Governments retain the right to con- 
script and to kill. Conscientious Objec- 
tors in the East, West, and among 
the developing countries do not al- 
ways have the right to resist con- 
scription or refrain from killing. 


The United Nations Commission on 
Human Rights has been confronted 
by representations on this problem 
for many years. As yet it has done 
nothing. 
Human Rights Year could bring free- 
dom to Conscientious Objectors—if 
you take action. 
Join the WRI in its campaign to get 
legal recognition for Conscientious 
Objectors everywhere. 

War Resisters’ International 
3 Caledonian Road, London N1 


it with a 
assists its 


the 
safety 
survival. 


Undoubtedly there is this danger, ex- 
pressed by a group of 200 American 
Friends last month after a_con- 
ference called by Friends Co- 
Ordinating Committee for Peace. It 
demanded an abolition of the Selec- 
tive Service System, and a concerted 
campaign by Friends to end the draft, 
by taking part fully in draft resis- 
tance: 


“As Friends we have for many 
years been granted privileged 
status within the draft system. This 
has often blinded us to the evil of 
the draft itself, and the treatment 
of those not so privileged. We are 
grateful for all those who, by 
resolutely resisting the draft, have 
quickened our conscience. We are 
called into the community of all 
who suffer for their refusal to per- 
form unconscionable acts.” 


continued opposite 


system, providing 
valve which 


Hilda 
Bernstein’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


In the past two months, 60 students 
at South African universities are 
known to have been subjected to 
Police or Government action of one 
kind or another, according to the 
National Union of South African 
Students. 

Mr Duncan Innes, NUSAS President, 
said this was the “largest and most 
intensive witch-hunt ” ever conducted 
against South African students. 


Thirty-four of the students have 
“suffered” at the hands of the 
authorities, says NUSAS, and 26 
others ‘‘ approached ” for one reason 


or another. Among the 34 are: 


Twenty-one African students expel- 
led from Fort Hare for their part 
in protesting against the installa- 
tion of the new Rector, Professor 
J. De Wet. 

Seven more Fort Hare students 
now held in jail for “ interroga- 
tion ” in connection with the unrest 
at their college. 

Two white students have had pass- 
ports refused or withdrawn. 

Two others have had their South 
African citizenship taken from 
them. 

Two have been ordered to leave 
the country. 


* *k * 

The 26 “approached” include 
students interrogated or warned by 
Security Police, students asked by the 
Secret Police to spy on other students 
and on campus activities, and students 
ordered to take their passports to the 
Department of the Interior and 
answer questions. 


x from page 2 

BE S.A RE 
Beyond doubt, this is the way for- 
ward. By ceasing to co-operate with 
a system that arbitrarily picks and 
chooses whose conscience and ideals 
it will respect, and whose it will re- 
ject, the very system itself can be 
shaken. 


But the fact that a “right” of re- 
fusing military service has been 
accepted by the American Govern- 
ment, however limited this acceptance 
has been, is the very thing that will 
make refusal to co-operate, by those 
who could take advantage of it, dam- 
aging to the system. 


More Erosion 


Once the right of conscience has been 
given primacy over the demands of 
Government, the door is open, and 
the possibility of forcing it wider, and 
indeed of taking it off its hinges even- 
tually, is increased. 


So to call for the universal accep- 
tance of even a limited right of Con- 
scientious Objection is not just to ask 
for privileges for our opposite 
numbers in other countries, so that 
they can get out from under the 
machine as it bears their less “ con- 
scientious”” brethren off to be pro- 
cessed and destroyed. The recognition 
of such a right would be a small but 
important stage in the erosion of the 
system itself. 


That’s even aside from the fact that 
very many of the thousands in jail 


One young girl, questioned by Secret 
Police in the back of a car about her 
membership in the University 
Christian Movement, said she was 
terrified, and wept, though she knew 
she had done nothing wrong. 


The Bishop of Grahamstown called 
for an explanation as to what had 
happened to Fort Hare students, 
arrested at 2 or 3 am in the middle 
of exam-time, and taken to unknown 
destinations. 


Parents who travelled long distances 
to find out what had happened to 
their sons were given no information 
and told to return to their homes. 
They do not even know where the 
boys are being kept in jail. 

African students who asked about 
their missing colleagues were told 
that if they asked questions, they too 
would be arrested and detained. 


* is * 
Brigadier P. J. Venter, head of the 
Security Police, says that the 
approaches to students are not con- 
trary to Security Police practice 
throughout the world. 


And United Party (opposition) MP, 
Dr G. Jacobs, says: ae 


“Tf there are any Communists on 
university campuses, it is the task 


BLACKS 
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Students Against Powellism (SA—Style) 


of the Security Police to track them 
down. And if such people were con- 
victed by the courts, most South 
Africans would probably feel that 
the end justifies the means.” 


Dr Jacobs means, of course, most 
white South Africans, but this is the 
usual way for white politicians to 
speak in South Africa. They always 
think of the country as having a 
population of 33 million, all white. 


BS * *k 

Why have I returned again, in this 
Personal Comment, to the question of 
students in South Africa? They are a 
very orderly and conformist lot, and 
the kind of talk, activities, or even 
clothes that are accepted in British 
universities would not be tolerated in 
South Africa. 

So what is so important about them, 
that they have become the target of 
such sustained and_ intimidating 
police action? 

Simply this: that the student organ- 
isations in the white universities are 
the last remaining legally organised 
bodies that may, and often do, ex- 
press open opposition to Apartheid 
policies. 

There are one or two others, such as 
the Black Sash, and the Institute of 


BRITISH PRESS 
OUT NEWS 
OF BIAFRA 


WAR 


Clear evidence that the British press is suppressing, or under- 
emphasising, important news of the Nigeria-Biafra war can be 
obtained from a comparison of Irish and English dailies. 


Here is just one example. On Monday, November 18, the Irish 
Independent published the following story, which we reprint in full, 
prominently on its front page. 


“ The Nigerian Ambassador in Moscow has called on the international 
observer team investigating the conduct of the Federal troops in the 
civil war to leave Nigeria. 


“Lieut-Col George Kurubo said, on arrival in Lagos for consultations, 
that any unnecessary and prolonged stay of the five-man observer 
team would cripple the Federal effort. 


“He said the 16-month civil war had reached a critical stage, and 
every effort must be made to prosecute the war to a successful end. 
““We are fighting a war of survival. We have to crush the rebellion 
speedily, finally, and completely, so as to ensure the everlasting 
survival of a united Nigeria’, the Ambassador said. 


“Some Federal leaders and the press have also demanded that the 
observers—representing Britain, Sweden, Canada, Poland, United 
Nations’ Secretary-General U Thant, and the Organisation of African 
Unity—leave the country after visiting all the war sectors.” 


Daily Telegraph Version 


This uncredited agency story was obviously available to the news 
editors of British papers, for the London Daily Telegraph did use it 
on November 18, tucked away at the bottom of a longer story from 
Lagos on page 20. But this is how the Telegraph handled the same 
interview with Lt-Col Kurubo. , 


““Nigeria’s Ambassador in Moscow, Lt-Col George Kurubo, who flew 

back to Lagos to take part in Thursday’s signing of the technical aid 

agreement between the two countries, has said the continued presence 

oe the Cae eee observers in Nigeria could reverse the progress of 
e civil war. 


“Col Kurubo said the observers, investigating Biafran charges of 
genocide, had done a good job, but to have them in war-zones was not 
in the interests of the troops or their commanders.” 


Implicitly this version says the same as the Irish report. But oblique 
as it is, and swamped by other reports, it will not be noticed. The 
Daily Telegraph was the only London daily to mention the Moscow 
Ambassador’s statement. 

BOB OVERY 


throughout the world for refusing to 
submit to military conscription are 
not our “opposite numbers’, but 
rather members of minority religious 
sects such as Jehovah’s Witnesses. 


In a Human Rights Year in which 
Governments throughout the world 
have been vyeing with each other to 
break faith with the rights they 
already claim to recognise, it may 
seem pointless to devote energies to 
getting yet another right “ recog- 
nised ”. 


But if it could be achieved it would 
be a step forward. It would at least 
serve to demonstrate how much faith 
you can put in Governments when 
they proceeded to ignore it. And in 
some eases the existence of such a 
pledge could tip the balance. 


As for the energies spent in getting 
signatures—it would seem an ideal 
alternative action for those who think 
that taking part in public demonstra- 
tions is going a bit far. 


Race Relations, which are both, in 
their own way, groups limited by 
their particular specialisation. But 
there is nothing else left among the 
whites. 


The radical groups are banned and 
gone. The Liberal Party dissolved 
when it was prohibited from having 
racially mixed membership. The 
official opposition, the United Party, 
as you can see from Dr Jacobs above, 
on the whole supports Apartheid 
policies. 

There is silence over the land— 
Silence, and the rulers say, Peace. 
How peaceful South Africa is!—they 
are constantly crying—compared with 
the rest of the world. 


Look at the horrible things students 
get up to in England and America. 
We don’t have that sort of thing— 
we're at peace: if only they can in- 
timidate and ban into silence these 
stroppy youngsters—this tiny 
minority, not representative of the 
“true” South Africa. 


This is why student groups and others 
in Britain should organise support for 
NUSAS, and protest against the ban- 
nings and other action. And this is 
why you should thank your lucky 
stars that British students can be 
noisy and abusive and a nuisance. 


If they were South Africans, whites, 
they’d be interrogated by the Secret 
Police. And if they were South 
Africans, black, they’d be whisked 
away into solitary confinement and 
held incommunicado as long as the 
Police chose. 


* * a 
I find the argument that Enoch 
Powell has done good by bringing 
incipient racialism to the surface a 
strange one. 


If it is necessary to dig into a cess- 
pit, it should be done by experts who 
want to clean it up, not by muck- 
rakers who want to stir it so that the 
stink and germs spread far and wide. 


Each time Powell makes one of his 
speeches, inflated beyond all under- 
standing by immense publicity in the 
press and other media, race relations 
in even well-adjusted communities 
are immediately exacerbated. 


Coloured people become tight and 
wary, knotted up and on guard. 
Racialists accept the license to be 
ruder and become more aggressive. 
And non-racialist | white-skinned 
people find themselves over-reacting, 
becoming self-conscious, feeling the 
need to establish themselves with 
dark-skinned acquaintances as “not 
one of those racialists ”. 

Once this self-consciousness appears, 
as South Africans well know, it 
creates an atmosphere intolerable for 
normal relations. 

For the stupid and prejudiced who 
express hatred for ‘“ Niggers”, 
“ Jews ”, whatever, one feels dislike 
and contempt. But for the educated 
intellectual politician who does the 
same thing in a more erudite fashion, 
what words can express one’s feel- 
ings? 


For Those Who 
Care To 
Send The Best 


Buy your Christmas Cards from 
International Voluntary Service 
and help support voluntary work 
for those in need at home and 
overseas. Send for brochure (sae): 


IVS Cards, Room 4, 95 Lofting Rd, 
London N1. 
eRe Sae RANE: ONS ees ates 
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Oxfam 
And 

Mercy 
Missions 


This Biafra news-page 
edited by Roger Moody. 
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Joint Charities appeal for 
massive relief funds to Nigeria/ 
Biafra was launched on TV last Sun- 
day. 


But the spotlight was turned, once 
again, on International Red Cross, 
working from Fernando Po, rather 
than on the Churches (World Council 
of Churches and Caritas Inter- 
national) working from the Portu- 
guese island of Sao Tome. 


Yet though IRC is able to get an 
average of 80 tons each night into 
Biafra on its tacitly “ approved” 
flights, the Churches have equalled 
this amount over a far longer period, 
and often exceed it. 


They are also far better acquainted 
with the Ibos and their terrain, and 
their distribution network is conse- 
quently more effective and swift. 


MEMO dpe ens tye buaA ie ts 
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For some time now, workers within 
Oxfam have questioned the decision 
to channel all the agency’s money 
through IRC. 


After a visit from Dr W. H. Shepherd 
(Medical Superintendent of Queen 
Elizabeth Hospital in Umuahia) two 
weeks ago, there has been a growing 
feeling that some aid should now be 
switched to Caritas. 


Through the Joint Biafra Famine 
Appeal in Dublin, Caritas is now 
collecting money for a fourth ship of 
food supplies to Biafra. (The third, 
The Irish Rose, carrying £60,000 of 
cargo, set off from Dublin last Satur- 
day.) 

Differences of opinion within Oxfam 
—over the mechanics of aid—are 
probably only symptoms of a deeper 
division within the organisation over 
policy. 


CAMPAIGN AT TILBURY DOCKS 


The Save Biafra Committee—whose 
split was announced in Peace News, 
Raabeeio: 8—has now re-organised 
itself. 


At an extended special meeting of 
the group, in the Russell Hotel in 
London last week, it was agreed that 
the Committee as a whole would 
meet fortnightly, but stimulate action 
through small sub-groups. More 
details next week. 


Casualty Count 


According to provisional figures 
issued by the Biafran Government 
last week, “at least 2,000 people” 
were killed in Nigerian raids on 
civilian targets during the last six 
months, while “ well over 2,000 others 
were injured in the same 100 air 
raids ”. 


This information comes from the 
latest News From Biafra bulletin pub- 
lished by the Britain-Biafra Associa- 
tion (3d a copy or 10s for 17 issues). 
* * * 
In principle, according to Mr I. S. 
Kogbara, Biafra’s Special Representa- 
tive in the UK, Biafra is now ready 
to invite British journalists back into 
the country. 


Response to a previous invitation, 
during the Summer, ensured that 
large reports on the war and the 
famine appeared in almost every 
national newspaper. 


A group of individuals devoted to 
non-violent direct action on Biafra 
has grown up around Peace News. It 
contains members of the PPU, 
Britain-Biafra Association, Resur- 
gence Magazine, and Peace News. 


Two weeks ago, ifs members were 
ejected from the Foreign and Com- 
monwealth Office, in a demonstration 
which gained a few inches of pub- 
licity in the London evening press. 


Members of the group contested 
British policy with Mr Collins, the 
First Administrative Secretary of the 
West Africa Department, and refused 
to leave. 


The group has now launched a 
“ water-front”’ campaign at Tilbury 
Docks, to encourage dockers to 
identify and black arms shipments to 
Nigeria , consisting, it is believed, 
largely of armoured cars and small 
arms. 


The campaign begins this week with 
approaches to both union high 
officials and those at shop-steward 
level. In a fortnight’s time, all dockers 
will be leafleted with a hand-out that 
depicts dying Biafran children and 
asks the dockers to “refuse to have 
the suffering of these children on 
your hands .. . refuse to handle 
arms shipments to Nigeria; ” 


The group has linked up with Young 
Liberals from the South-East and 
Liverpool as well as the Oxford 
Peace Action group, and is now 
appealing for more supporters. 


This Week's Activities 


This week, the Biafra Nurses Associa- 
tion, formed last April to draw 
“attention and sympathy to the 
damage done by the war’, launched 
a series of meetings, forums, and 
entertainments. 


These are intended to raise money to 
send members to do relief work in 
the stricken areas, and look after 
Biafran children evacuated to Gabon 


For readers who wish to get in touch 
with any of the organisations men- 
tioned, here are some addresses. 


Britain-Biafra Association: 383 Gray’s 
Inn Road, London WC1. Save Biafra 
Committee: 13 Goodwin Street, Lon- 
don N4. Joint Biafra Famine Appeal: 
Bank of Ireland, College Green, Dub- 
lin 2, Eire. 


(where there are now about 1,400 of 
them) and Sao Tome. 


Friday (tonight) there is a Social 
Evening at Shoreditch Town Hall (7 
pm) at which the chair is taken by 
Lord Soper. The week ends with High 
Requiem Mass, conducted by 
Cardinal Heenan, at Westminster 
Catholic Cathedral, Ashley Place, W1, 
starting 7 pm on Sunday, December I. 


* * * 
This Saturday, November 30, the 
Peace Pledge Union is holding a 
Vigil for Peace in Biafra, on the 
steps of St Martin-in-the-Fields, 
Trafalgar Square. 


Vigillers are asked to assemble at 
PPU Headquarters at 2.30 pm, and 
march from there to Trafalgar 
Square. The Vigil will continue on 
Saturday, indefinitely. Posters will be 
provided. 


(See also “Death On Our Hands”, 
page 7.) 

* * * 
At long last the Universities are be- 
ginning to organise against the war 
—specifically, against British support 
for Nigeria. 
Within the last two weeks, groups 
have been formed, linked to Save 
Biafra Committee, at Newcastle and 
Essex Universities (where 70 people 
attended the inaugural meeting). 
More information from Save Biafra 
in London. 


Petition 


Frank Allaun, Labour MP for Sal- 
ford, has agreed to present the Peace 
News petition on Biafra to Michael 
Stewart the Foreign Secretary. 


Copies of the petition form—based 
on the “four-point programme ” set 
out in recent issues of Peace News— 
can be obtained from: Dr Alun 
Walters, 401 Topsham Road, Exeter, 


Devon. (Please enclose SAE.) 
a 

t EU 
Action: 
Actions against British arms supplies 
to Nigeria, which groups in this 
country are now beginning to con- 
sider, have already been undertaken 


—sometimes on a large scale—in 
Europe and the United States. 


The American Committee to Keep 
Biafra Alive—asking “ Must Millions 
Die To Save Britain’s Economy? ”— 
organised a week of picket lines last 
September outside Macy’s British 
Festival, Lever Brothers, the British 
Travel Association, and the Queen 
Elizabeth Docks—all in New York. 


A rally in mid-September called for 
the boycott of British goods and 
ended with a march of protest to the 
British Mission. 


Also calling for boycotts—specifically 
of Shell-BP petrol, an Anglo-Dutch 
product—is the Dutch “ Help Biafra ” 
organisation, which is distributing 
some striking “Boycott Great 
Britain” window-stickers to motorists 
in Holland, printed in  Biafra’s 
national colours. 

Another ad hoc American group, the 


Nigeria/Biafra Information Clearing 
House in New York, is now gathering 


ing Done? 


Ee ee mn 


Oxfam is obliged by its charitable 
status to be “non-political”. But 
some members feel it could have been 
less committed to the orthodox, 
government-approved, time-wasting, 
and costly approach of IRC back in 
July and August, when “ blockade 
busting ”, however intolerable to the 
Federals or displeasing to the British 
Government, might have proved a 
really meaningful gesture. 


There were technical reasons why the 
original planes offered for Oxfam’s 
use could not be used for this pur- 
pose, but no apparent reason why it 
could not have been pursued a little 
later on. 


BLOCKADE BROKEN 


Oxfam now finds itself in the unen- 
viable position of publishing adver- 
tisements which—while in one sense 
unprecedented, since they do invite 
people to adopt political action( in 
this case calling for a cease-fire)—are, 
in another respect, almost useless, 
since they in no way spell out the first 
steps needed for peace, and who is 
responsible for taking them. 


The one organisation from _ this 
country which (it claims) did “ break 
the blockade” on Biafran relief, 
during the critical period of August 
this year, was Mercy Missions. 


This £6,000 two-plane venture man- 
aged to ferry-in only seven tons of 
supplies before one of its Anson air- 
craft crashed, and the project was 
abandoned. 


However, Peter Cadogan, secretary of 
the group, claims that it was largely 
Mercy Mission’s presence in Fernando 
Po, and its readiness to brave the 
Nigerian armoury, which gave the 
Red Cross the impetus to resume its 
own flights into the territory. 


“Our action probably saved 
thousands of lives”, says John Smith, 
senior pilot in the team. 


Mercy Missions was wound-up at a 
meeting in London earlier this month. 
But subscribers to Biafran relief who 
feel worried at some aspects of the 
international effort could do no better 
than donate to the work of the 
Churches, through the Joint Biafra 
Famine Appeal in Ireland. 


rope & US 


together several groups, to explore 
“political and relief work”. 


The Africa Fund recently, sponsored 
a full-page advertisement in the New 
York Times, inviting readers to clip 
it out and forward it to President 
Johnson. 


It asked the President to organise a 
massive food-lift by air, but did not 
set out how objections to this by 
the Federal Government were to be 
overcome. 


In France, the France-Biafra Com- 
mittee has, since July, conducted a 
high-powered poster campaign, 
urging people to sign an appeal for 
“Immediate Peace in Biafra”, and 
warning that “doing nothing against 
this war is being an accomplice to 
Genocide”. 


Leaflets condemning the supply of 
Spanish arms to Nigeria have been 
distributed in the South West of 
France, as well as to British tourists 
returning to England. 


Monsieur Lambert, secretary of the 
organisation, himself went to Biafra 
on September 5, to supervise the 
handing-over of 12 tons of powdered- 
milk donated by readers of Le Figaro. 


Bob Overy writes: The organisational 
disarray of what remains of the non- 
violent action movement in Britain— 
perpetuated until recently by the pro- 
longed refusal to die of the Com- 
mittee of 100—now looks as if it is 
about to be surmounted. 


At the centre, concerned with a 
largely theoretical assessment of how 
non-violence can develop, is an un- 
named group under the auspices of 
the Peace Pledge Union (but with 
several non-PPU members _partici- 
pating) which will co-ordinate several 
“commissions”? on different aspects 
of non-violence. 


Among those associated with the 
group at present are Geoffrey Ashe, 
George Clark, John Hyatt, Peter 
Moule, Sybil Morrison, Bob Overy, 
Andrew Papworth, and Myrtle Solo- 
mon. The work is expected to take 
about a year. The address is c/o PPU, 
6 Endsleigh Street, WC1. 


When this group produces some 
documents these are. likely to be dis- 
cussed together with other papers 
which Peter Allen is collecting for a 
weekend conference on non-violence 
next year. His address is Grantham 


Peace Action Centre, The Old 
Vicarage, Honington, Grantham, 
Lincs. 


Also, Satish Kumar, after his speak- 
ing tour with Christian Action, is now 
to organise a further series of 
seminars on non-violence. (Address: 
c/o Christian Action, 2 Amen Court, 
London EC4.) 


Again, there is the official UK Gandhi 
Me 


Biafra Air Drop 
By Red Cross? 


Kevin McGrath writes: As long ago 
as six months, leading Oxfam officials 
were saying that the only way to get 
food into Biafra on an adequate scale 
would be to conduct a massive air- 
drop programme. 


Now at last International Red Cross is 
planning to begin such a programme 
within a few days, according to their 
representative in Biafra, Mr K. N. 
Jaggi, speaking in Umuahia on Mon- 
day this week. 


But it’s not at all clear how this ties 
in with the announcement in Geneva 
the same day by Pierre Gaillard, 
Deputy Chairman of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, that 
relief work in Nigeria will grind to 
a halt unless £9 million can be raised 
by mid-December. 


According to Gaillard, though the 
Red Cross has almost £10 million 
worth of supplies stockpiled in 
Fernando Po, and inside Nigeria, it 
lacks money to pay for further trans- 
port. He appears to have made no 
mention of the possibility of an air- 
drop. 

According to Mr Jaggi, International 
Red Cross now believes that air-drops 
would be faster, cheaper, and safer 
than the flights presently going into 
Uli air strip. He also said, however, 
that it is planned to continue the 
night runs to Uli—so it is clear that 
the whole operation will be con- 
siderably more expensive. Which 
makes M. Gaillard’s silence rather 
strange. 


Mr Jaggi said on Monday that the 
drops should begin within 10 days, 
on an experimental basis at first, 
assuming the Biafran authorities gave 
approval. 


The seeming lack of liaison between 
International Red Cross in Geneva 
and in Biafra over this matter sug- 
gests the interpretation that Mr Jaggi 
may, in fact, have been over-stating 
the probability of air-drops beginning 
—possibly with a view towards 


forcing Geneva’s hand. 


Centenary Committee which through 
the National Peace Council (Gandhi 
Centenary Working Group, 29 Great 
James Street, London WC1) will be 
co-ordinating educational projects and 
exhibitions throughout the country. 
Projects have already started in 
Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Win- 
chester, and Darwin (Lancs). 
Several groups are now beginning 
to consolidate themselves for small- 
group non-violent action, which 
should inform the theoretical work. 
(No doubt readers will think of other 
self-proclaimed non-violent projects 
that should be included.) 


At its day conference in London, on 
Saturday November 23, the November 
Non-Violent Action Committee 
(NONVAC) agreed to carry on. Its 
address will remain at 3 Caledonian 
Road, London N1, though the office 
will not be maintained. 


SUSTAINED CAMPAIGN 


No formal resolution was passed on 
the policy of the group, but it was 
agreed in principle to develop the 
campaign at Elliott Automation, 
which supplies electronics equipment 
to the American military for use in 
Vietnam, as an experimental or pilot 
project. 

It was broadly agreed that pacifists 
for too long have engaged in one- 
shot confrontations, and have not 
used the local impact made by 
demonstrations at, say, military bases 
to develop and sustain a campaign 
which could challenge, and possibly 
change, the attitude to their work of 
people engaged in the war industry. 


Using the inroads into the company 
achieved by the action at Elliott’s 
London headquarters on November 
8, it should be possible to build up a 
complete picture of how Elliott’s 
operate as an integral part of the 
military-industrial complex, and so 
plan a campaign at head office and 
factory level to force a change in the 
policy of the firm. 


If, on the other hand, it is discovered 
that such a project is not feasible, 
this would send people away to re- 
think the possibilities of non-violent 
action on the war issue yet again. A 
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NON-VIOLENCE ON THE MOVE AGAIN 


working group has been set up to 
develop the idea. 


Another unnamed non-violent action 
group is working quite separately on 
the issue of Biafra (see opposite 
page). A number of the individuals 
involved are connected with the other 
groups mentioned, and with Peace 
News and Resurgence. 


Again, the work of the Caravan Work- 
shops for social change in Notting 
Hill is susceptible to analysis from 
principles of non-violence. At a meet- 
ing of the old Campaign Caravan 
Workshops team in Notting Hill last 
Sunday, November 24, questions of 
the way in which the group has 
worked over the last six or seven 
years were raised, and it was agreed 
to assess this work. 


George Clark, formerly Director of 
the Community Workshops, has re- 
cently resigned, and is now devoting 
his time to two new projects, the 
Notting Hill Housing Service (2 Lans- 
downe Crescent, London W11) and 
the Community Action Union. He 
stresses the success of the Workshop 
in establishing itself and developing 
in the neighbourhood a basis of 
equality and participation. 

However, the project had not been 
as successful as he hoped in de- 
veloping “a non-violent ethos”. He 
thinks that the approach to the local 
government structure and_ service 


Campaign Against 
Greek Junta—New Growth? 


Bob Overy writes: One of the lesser 
tragedies following the colonels’ coup 
in Greece in April last year has been 
the failure of the Greek exile com- 
munity to develop substantial links 
with the radical Left and peace move- 
ment in Britain. 


Melina Mercouri was _ reportedly 
disappointed during her fast on the 
pavement outside the Greek Embassy 
in Upper Brook Street, London, last 
week, that the Greeks who had 
organised this silent protest against 
the death sentence on a Greek free- 
dom fighter had failed to secure more 
support from the British population. 


MEANINGFUL OPTION 


Initially, British direct actionists 
made a tremendous effort with their 
take-over of the London Embassy 
last year, only one week after the 
coup. But the more established 
Greeks in exile were reluctant to 
threaten the possibilities for their 
own political work by expressing even 
the most guarded support for what 
the British radicals had done. 


They were more concerned with 
building a united front across the 
dividing lines of the Greek Left, 
Centre, and Right, with making sure 
that the financial support for an 


across-the-board united opposition 
movement was forthcoming, and with 
building up a conventional pressure- 
group campaign among __ left-wing 
Labour MPs to challenge the British 
Government’s policy. 


Maybe, at last, the breach between 
two different concepts of political 
action can be healed, however, by the 
power of this 44-day fast on the pave- 
ments opposite the Greek Embassy 
from Monday to Friday of last week. 
Fifteen supporters of the Greek Com- 
mittee Against Dictatorship, plus one 
English supporter, Judy Brook, stayed 
out through bitterly cold nights in an 
effort to put moral pressure on the 
junta. 


The success of their sacrifice—along 
with many other pleas for Pan- 
aghoulis’s life—the wide press and 
TV coverage, and the passing interest 
and support that they gained from 
hundreds of people make it possible 
that an effort to gain the involvement 
of British people at this moment could 
meet with some success. 


The address of the Greek Committee 
is 60 Tottenham Court Road, London 
W11. The group with most British 
supporters is the London Group for 
the Restoration of Democracy in 
Greece, 11 North Audley Street, Lon- 
don W1. 


agencies has become compromised in 
terms of taking over the old 
apparatus rather than building a new 
one. 


This sort of argument on principle, 
from the experience of the Notting 
Hill experiment, must inform new 
thinking on the development of non- 
violence for social change. The 
address of the Community Workshop 
is 60 St Ervans Road, London W10. 


UNITED OPPOSITION 


Finally, in parallel with all these 
other developments, the radical non- 
violent Christian group CHURCH (7 
Tyndale Terrace N1) is beginning to 
consolidate its paper support in some 
most surprising quarters of the 
Church hierarchy and across de- 
nominational boundaries. 


With a sustained promotional cam- 
paign through newspaper articles, an 
excellently produced brochure, and 
now the distribution to every sup- 
porter of the complete mailing list, 
so that everyone has an equal chance 
to initiate action, CHURCH has a 
good chance of emerging fairly soon 
as a widely-based radical non-violent 
action group. 

It is not possible to see non-violent 
action emerging as a Serious chal- 
lenge to our established pattern of 
society till the Committee of 100 ex- 
perience has been thoroughly under- 
stood and transcended. But the basis 
for a new effort to present non- 
violence as a meaningful option for 


radical change is beginning to 

emerge. 

Pe. a | 
Anarchist 


Victimised In Court 


John Rety, editor of the Anarchist 
weekly, Freedom, was fined £50 and 
given a three-month sentence, sus- 
pended for one year, on Thursday 
November 21 at West Kensington 
Court. 


He was charged with threatening be- 
haviour on the occasion of the Labour 
Party’s hypocritical Hyde Park rally 
on Czechoslovakia in August. This 
consisted of standing on the roof of a 
car demanding to be told the truth 
about rumours that a demonstrator 
had been badly wounded or even 
killed. 


In his defence, John pointed out that 
the Daily Telegraph on the following 
day had published a story quoting St 
John’s Ambulance men as saying they 
had taken a badly injured demon- 
strator to St George’s Hospital. 


John cited this as evidence that, 
though the rumour turned out to 
be false, if had been plausible. 
But the magistrate, Seymour Collins, 
chipped in with “To repeat such an 
allegation, whether true or false, is a 
slander on a fine body of men”. 
(Emphasis added.) 


John is considering appealing, and 
strongly objects to the imposition of 
a suspended sentence, which is in- 
creasingly popular with magistrates 
against demonstrators. 


LE Se 
Prisoners For Peace 


Sunday December 1 is Prisoners for 
Peace Day—the day set aside by War 
Resisters’ International since 1956 in 
honour of all those in prison for re- 
fusing to participate in the armed 
forces. 

Next week we shall print WRI’s list 
of all those COs whose names it has 
been able to gather, so that readers 
can send Christmas Greetings. 


The Simon Community’s vital work 
for crude-spirit drinkers in the Lon- 
don Borough of Tower Hamlets will 
continue for at least another year. 
Virtually since the first Simon shelter 
was opened in an empty shop facing 
a demolished site at the beginning of 
1967, the Council has used a number 
of ploys to oust the dozen “ caring’ 
and “cared for” residents on the 
grounds that ‘compulsory _ treat- 
ment is needed for the men outside 
the borough ”. 

In March last year, the Community 
received a ‘“‘dangerous structures ” 
notice on its original shelter at 86 
Sclater Street—and duly began to 
carry out the necessary repairs. On 
April 20, the council served a notice 
that the building was overcrowded, 


HEBRIDES: More > 
Rural Development 
By British Army 


Nearly £6 million extra is to be spent 
by the British Government in the 
Outer Hebrides by 1975—on extend- 
ing and developing the Royal 
Artillery missile range. 

Crofters in South Uist are to lose 
another 83 acres of land. However— 
according to the version given the 
press by the Army when the scheme 
was announced in Edinburgh—there 
is no local opposition. 

“There’s not much we can do, 
whether we are happy about the 
plans or not”, commented Dugald 
Morrison, chairman of South Uist 
District Council and himself a crofter. 
The improved range will be used for 
testing the Drone, a pilotless spy- 
aircraft, and the Rapier, a “ low-level 
air-defence weapon”, and will be 
“developed as a comprehensively 
instrumented range for surface-to-air 
and surface-to-surface weapon 
systems” (The Times, November 8). 
It will also be used by the RAF in 
simulated bombing raids, and “ there 
should be some capacity for other 
Service or NATO users”.—K. McG. 


Why not help 
to publicise 
PEACE NEWS ? 


These leaflets 
will be supplied FREE 
for wide distribution 
Adrian Mitchell’s Poem/Comment 
IN OTHER 
WORDS, HOLD MY HEAD 
Albert Hunt on Tony Hancock 
BEWILDERED MAN 
IN AN EMPTY WORLD 
Kevin McGrath’s News Story 
AMERICAN SUBMARINE 
FOULS JAPANESE WATERS 
Roger Barnard on The Great War 
FIFTY YEARS ON 
Write for a quantity—NOW 
(A contribution towards postage 
would be welcome) 


St Christopher School 
Letchworth 


A school community of some 400 
boys and girls (between 5 and 18 
years) and 100 adults practising 
educaction on sane and successful 
modern lines. 


Applications now being 
considered for next year. 
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and six days later turned down an 
application to make the shelter a 
“therapeutic project ” as “ prejudicial 
to the amenity of the area”. 
The overcrowding notice was thrown 
out of court in July by Judge Trap- 
nell of Shoreditch County Court who 
visited Number 86 and expressed his 
admiration for the work of the 
Simon Community. He declared that 
the shelter was not a dwelling house 
within the meaning of the Housing 
Acts; but this decision—which is of 
national importance—was _ super- 
ceded when Tower Hamlets council 
insisted that their earlier “ dangerous 
structures notice” still be complied 
with in 28 days. 


PROSPECTS BRIGHT 


The Community did comply—to the 
extent of moving two doors down 
Sclater Street into number 82. And 
then, in December last year, the 
Council struck its final blow by clap- 
ping enforcement notices on both 
houses and ordering the workers to 
get out by March 1968. 


A public inquiry followed on June 27 
and, much to the joy of the Com- 
munity workers, the Ministry of 
Housing quashed the notice served 
on 82 Sclater Sreet (though upholding 
that on No 86), provided that no more 
than eight crude-spirit drinkers and 
four workers were housed there at 
any one time. 


The Ministry’s reasons for the de- 
cision reveal a striking balance be- 


tween humaneness, practicality, and 
good sense: 


“In considering whether the in- 
ternal conditions were unfit for 
human habitation, it was relevant 
to take into account what would be 
the alternative for the eight 
residents if the shelter was closed. 
Standards in the building were in- 
deed low but they were inten- 
tionally so in order to be acceptable 
to crude-spirit drinkers as a first 
stage in their possible rehabilita- 
tion and reconciliation with 
society.” 

The Inspector responsible for the 

Inquiry was “not convinced that the 


GYPSY 


Kevin McGrath writes: Fines totalling 
£775 were imposed on Nov 11 at 
Kent Quarter Sessions on 10 men and 
a 15-year-old boy who threw home- 
made petrol bombs at gypsy encamp- 
ments at Westerham, Kent, in June. 


In what was described by Grattan 
Puxon of the Gypsy Council (Peace 
News, July 12) as “ quite the worst in- 
cident we have ever heard of”, a 
bomb thrown through the window of 
the isolated caravan belonging to 


Jack and Rachel Smith set fire to the 
bed in which Mrs Smith and three 
children were asleep. Mrs Smith and 


IRENE 


Everything that can be said about love 
has already been said 


a long time ago 
by better men 


Don’t ask me to repeat 
what Catullus told you 


and Heine 


and poor old bent Verlaine 


All that I learned at your breast 
was ancient wisdom 

and the insights of a lonely bed 
are as banal as heartbreak 
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Kevin McGrath writes: Australians 
and New Zealanders Against the 
Vietnam War (ANZAVW) branched 
out on Friday November 15 by 
organising a demonstration in Lon- 
don to call attention to exploitation 
of Aborigines on cattle stations in 
Australia. 


It was held outside the headquarters 
in West Smithfield of the Union 
International Company Ltd, a vast 
meat company including shipping, 
cattle production, and meat pro- 
cessing facilities. It acts in the 
interests of the Vestey family, which 
controls 32,000 square miles of land 
in Australia for peppercorn rents— 
this is three-quarters the size of 
England. 


Most of the workers on their cattle 
stations are Aborigines. These have 
been ruthlessly exploited for over 
half a century by their employers, 
who in the first place usurped their 
lands. 


the 6,000 


In 1966 Aborigines on 


The Aboriginal Meat Trade 


square-mile Wave Hill station went on 
strike, and focussed national attention 
on the appalling conditions they lived 
and worked in. Some improvement 
has resulted—by the end of the year 
Aboriginal stockmen are to receive 
equal wages—but much is. still 
needed. 


NIGGER FARMING 


It has become an issue of land for 
the Gurindji Tribe, which walked off 
Wave Hill initially over wages and 
conditions. They are now demanding 
back 500 square miles of tribal land 
—for which they were never paid, 
and for which no treaty was ever 
signed—which they want to run for 
themselves as a cattle station. 


When the Government rejected their 
petition they replied by walking to 
Wattie Creek, their main “ Dreaming 
Place”, set up camp there, and are 
still waiting. 

A deputation, led by Frank Hardy, 


‘ith Council 


bright. 


JUSTICE? 


shelter had led to an increase in the 
number of crude-spirit drinkers in 
the area”. He also “ considered that 
the annoyance and possible loss of 
business suffered by people living 
and working in the vicinity had to be 
weighed against the probable result 
of closure on the lives of the men be- 
ing cared for at the shelter.” 


When the 12-month reprieve period 
terminates, Simon workers will still 
face the possibility of a closure, cut- 
ting short their programme. But since 
the area is not scheduled for re- 
development for two or three years 
at the earliest, the prospects are fairly 
ROGER MOODY 


“The tragedy is that you are all men 
with good records. What you did was 
to take the law into your own hands,” 
said Mr Justice Berryman, imposing 
the fines on the men, eight of whom 
pleaded guilty to having petrol bombs 
with intent to commit damage. So far 
as can be gauged from press reports, 
while criticising their methods, he did 
not comment adversely on_ their 
motives. 


TOWING VEHICLES 

But while the bomb-throwers got off 
with fines from their court 
appearances, Jack Smith has been less 
lucky. For non-payment of fines im- 
posed for camping on the site where 
the bomb attack was made, he is in 
jail for one month. 


It appears to be cheaper to try to 
burn gypsies out than to help them. 
The maximum fine imposed in Kent 
was (including costs) £175. This com- 
pares with £180 recently imposed in 
Norwich on Gypsy Council member 
Michael Aspin, for allowing 10 
families to camp on his land. 


The families moved into Norwich City 
nearby, were visited the next day by 
the local Education Officer, inviting 
them to send their children to school, 
and the following morning by the 
Town Clerk’s department, complete 
with towing vehicles, to force them to 
move on. Norwich Council evidently 
has a peculiar sense of humour. 


But from Redbridge there is better 
news. The local council has agreed to 
sell, for £85 each, two prefab build- 
ings for use as a school and com- 
munity centre for travellers on a 
site. Donations to: Grattan Puxon, 14 
Prince’s Avenue, London N3. 


Australian author and journalist, was 
admitted last Friday to meet a 
management representative of Union 
International. The reception was 
knowledgeable and polite, and the 
reply given was that the firm merely 
complied with the policy of the 
Australian Government in dealing 
with Aborigines. 

It is not clear, however, whether that 
applies to the practice of receiving 
from the Government lump sums for 
pensions, child allowances, housing 
grants, etc, and paying out very much 
smaller sums to the Aborigines—this 
profitable transaction being known as 
“ Nigger Farming”. 

[it WStt ARE Race a BREN HA! TMF IEEE BARB 


PACIFIST UNIVERSALIST SERVICE 
3.30 Sunday 8 December 

Essex Church Hall 

Palace Gardens Terrace 

Notting Hill Gate 

Discourse, Questions, Discussion 


Letters 


Death 
On Our Hands 


As from today, the Nigerian High 
Commission at 178 Great Portland 
Street, London W1, and the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Offices, Downing 
Street SW1, will each day receive 
from us a sheet of paper with a 
single black cross and the words 
“10,000 More Biafran Deaths To- 
day”. (The figures will be changed 
when new ones are known.) 


We ask that all who are sickened by 
the supply of British arms to Nigeria 
sent there in our name should do 
the same. 


The black cross is a symbol of the 
staggering number of deaths in 
Nigeria and Biafra, and it will start 
appearing throughout the country, 
painted or stuck on Government 
buildings and public property. It will 
appear on public property because 
these are the places which most 
people will see. 


It will also appear there because these 
buildings are symbols of State or local 
Government holding a moral respon- 
sibility for the present situation in 
Nigeria and Biafra, and a direct 
responsibility for the British supply 
of arms, 

Suitable places will be town halls, 
libraries, social security offices, post 
boxes, telephone kiosks, and other 
publie property. We hope to see vast 
numbers of black crosses in use. 
Kevin Huddy, John Hyatt, 

6 Endsleigh Street WC1. 


Who’s 
A Quaker? 


Richard Nixon has claimed to be a 
Quaker, as you pointed out on Novem- 
ber 15. But I feel that I must ask you 
to clarify to your readers that, in 
America, this does not necessarily 
mean quite the same thing as the 
well-defined ee of Friends, as 


wine Anon 
Xmas Presents ? 


Give A Gift 
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Siz issues for 5s (airmail $1)—or 
Six months for 25s (airmail $4) 
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the first issue on December 20 


SPECIAL OFFER 
5 gift subs for the price of 4 
Please send details and payment 


with your order to 
5 Caledonian Road, London N1. 


Keep Peace 


known in England, which has always 
been prominent in any work for the 
cause of peace. 


America is a land of innumerable 
sects of Christianity, and a number of 
different varieties of “ Quakerism ”’ 
are found there. Some of them bear 
no relation in doctrine to any of the 
original English forms. 


I do not, at the time of writing, know 
of Nixon’s specific status as a Friend. 
But our famous “ Peace Testimony ” 
—which has stood the test of time 
and persecution in opposition to war 
and violence—-would, if accepted by 
the new President, as it is by all true 
Quakers, mean an immediate end to 
the Vietnam War and Conscription! 


If such things do not occur, I feel 

you may rest assured that Richard 

Nixon’s Quakerism is of an unortho- 

dox and corrupt nature. 

Derek Johnson, 

Westminster Friends Peace 
Committee, 

12 The Terrace, Barnes SW13. 


Dayan 
Converts Me 


Whatever its motives, Peace News 
should be congratulated for devoting 
so much space to Moshe Dayan’s 
appraisal of the relevance of Zionist 
Dr Ruppin’s views to Israel today. 
As a result, I am more sympathetic 
to Israel in her unenviable predica- 
ment. 


In the context of Dayan’s speech, the 
statement “It is our destiny to be in 
a state of continual warfare with the 
Arabs” is shown clearly to be based 
not on blind chauvinism, but on the 
indisputable premise that the Arabs, 
with regard to the State of Israel, are 
unwilling to “concede the existence 
of a reality”. 


In Dayan’s speech there was a con- 
spicuous absence of Jingoism that 
one might expect from the head of a 
victorious Army: but there was the 
sober realisation that Israel faces un- 
compromising numerically superior 
Arab Armies, armed and trained by 
“ the world’s second greatest Power— 
the Soviet Union ”. 

Arthur Manis, 

26A Broad Street, Teddington, Middx. 


We ran the Dayan piece because it 
was honest, and the first need in the 
Middle East is to begin with a truth- 
ful account of what has happened. 


In fact, Dayan’s conclusions depend 
not only on the Arab non-acceptance 
of the Jewish State, but also on the 
Israeli assumption that there should 
be an exclusively Jewish State. The 
Palestinian Arabs can hardly be ex- 
pected to acquiesce in their own pol- 
itical liquidation.—Eds. 


Morris 
Distorted—Again: 


An example of the misleading effect 
which John Arden’s article on 
William Morris (November 1) was 
bound to have occurs in your 
November 15 issue. 


Arthur Uloth, in his article on “ Men- 
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tal Hygiene”, takes the cue and 
assumes that Morris, having been 
“brought up as an English middle- 
class gentleman : . was doomed 
for life” 


The middlecléss educational system, 
suggests Uloth, produces either a 
“charming, shy, gentle, inoffensive 
conformist” or ‘‘the eccentric, the 
oddity, and the neurotic”. 


William Morris, whom the middle- 
class educational system passed over 
rather than brought up—he said he 
learned nothing at Marlborough, and 
at Oxford he soon helped to form a 
group dedicated to a ‘crusade and 
Holy Warfare against the age ”—be- 
came not a conformist or eccentric 
but a revolutionary Socialist. 


Morris expressed his own opinions of 
the ‘English middle-class gentle- 
man” bluntly—though it is true that 
he tried, fairly successfully except 
when he lost his temper, not to blame 
the individual for his class. 


The Victorian middle-class family, he 
once said, was “ framed on the model 
of an affectionate and moral tiger to 
whom all is prey a few yards from the 
sanctity of the domestic hearth”. 


He also said “the most refined and 
cultured people ... have a sort of 
Manichean hatred of the world. (I 
use the word in its proper sense, the 
home of man.) Such people must be 
both the enemies of beauty and the 
slaves of necessity”. 


William Morris was not lacking in 
“spontaneous rage and aggression ”’. 
I should dearly like to be present, if 
such a meeting were only possible, 
when John Arden and Arthur Uloth 
confronted Morris with their theories. 
Wilfred Wigham, 

4 Deer Park Gardens, 

Mitcham, Surrey. 


Poetry 
In Motion 


Re my William Morris article a few 
weeks ago (November 1): the title 
—“ William Morris: A Viking With 
No Balls?”—was the Editor’s, not 


DIARY 


29 November, Friday 


LONDON WCl. 10 pm. ‘“‘ Lamb and Flag ”’ 

Rose Street, off Garrick Breer Satirical Work: 

she present ‘ A Plague on Both your Houses ’”’. 
m 5s 


30 November, Saturday 


LONDON NWI, 2 to 8.30 pm. Friends House, 
Euston Road, Open Forum on Disarmament: 
“Unless Peace Comes ’"'. Adm 6s (includes 
tea). Sponsored by: Friends Peace and Inter- 
national Relations Committee, A. 


LONDON SW5. Sat 2.80 to 10 pm, Sun 11 am 
to 4 pm, The White House Hotel, 17 Earls 
Court Square, Joint Conference of The British 
Humanist Association, The Progressive League, 
Common Wealth: ‘' Power and the Individual ”’ 
Lectures, questions, discussion, and film show. 
Conference fee (includes meals) 37s 6d, Book- 
ing Officer: Dr Ernest Seeley, 38 Primrose 
Gardens NW3. 


2 December, Monday 


LONDON NI. 12.30 to 2 pm. 3 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross. Lunch Gathering for Peace 
Workers. WRI. 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street. Geoffrey Ashe: ‘‘ Gandhian 
Pacifism In Britain ’’. PPU. 


3 December, Tuesday 


BIRMINGHAM. 7.30 pm.:Upper Room, ‘‘ The 
Crown "’, Corporation Street. Discussion Group. 
‘‘Yhe Middle-Class Pacifists'’. Speaker: Peter 
Neville. 


4 December, Wednesday 
LONDON SW1. 7 pm. House of Commons, Com- 
mittee Room booked by Frank Allaun, Labour 
ee Fellowship Meeting: pe ropping Sen tcae 

Biological Warfare’ Speaker Rt Ho 
Phittp Noel-Baker MP, Tom Dalyell MP, Prof 
Patrick Wall. 


5 December, Thursday 


LONDON Ell. 8 pm. Friends House, Bush Road. 
Wallace Hancock: ‘‘ Social Revolution, 1930s ' 
E10/E11 PPU. 


mine. And I remain quite impenitent 
over my comments on Morris’s 
married life, notwithstanding Wilfred 
Wigham’s criticisms in his letter of 
November 8 

A social thinker who is also a poet 
must be judged—at least in part—on 
his poetry. And since poetry is as 
much a sexual as an_ intellectual 
function, the relations of the poet to 
his wife cannot be ignored. 


As for Morris “letting Janey go to 
bed with Rossetti”—the essential 
point about this, of course, is that 
Morris did not wish her to do so, yet 
was unable to prevent it happening. 


Had he generously permitted her this 
freedom without regrets, my judg- 
ment of him would naturally have 
been different. 

John Arden, 

26 Cranbourne Road N10. 


CND 
And Vietnam 


Your footnote to my letter (Novem- 
ber 15) is a bit odd. You take up a 
position in relation to CND, based on 
an article in Sanity by its Editor, 
Philip Bolsover. 


As you well know, Sanity has always 
tried to keep its "columns open for 
the expression of all points of view 
within the movement. 


This facility is extended to the 
paper’s Editor no less than to anyone 
else, and the article referred to was 
signed and clearly recognisable as an 
individual viewpoint. 


I am not sure what you mean by 
“CND’s new policy [my italics] of 
calling for American withdrawal”. 
Over the last four years, CND Annual 
Conference resolutions, our Easter 
March slogans, our leaflets, pam- 
phlets, and Sanity—all have called 
for an American withdrawal. 


And we will continue to do so until 
the Vietnamese are left free to run 
their own affairs. 

Dick Nettleton, 

General Secretary CND, 

14 Gray’s Inn Road WC1. 
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It’s odd the way so many liberals 
and so-called radicals manage to 
reconcile righteously condemning 
the ungodly who preach and prac- 
tice racial discrimination, with 
cheerfully tolerating and even 
advocating all kinds of subtle or 
blatant sex discrimination. 


It was brought home most 
forcibly to me when I was watch- 
ing a recent edition of Round- 
house—the ITV programme 
where they turn a lot of speakers 
and hecklers loose in the Camden 
Town Roundhouse to talk on a 
particular subject, and broadcast 
the results. 


The level of discussion is no more 
and no less fatuous than in most 
studio discussion programmes. 
But the format is rather more 
entertaining. 

* * * 
Anyway, the chosen topic was 
that of Women’s Rights. There 
was hairy Andrew Faulds MP, 
bellowing out the case for male 
supremacy. Good-tempered male 
supremacy, mind you—fair demo- 
cratic discussion in the home, but 
in the last resort it’s father who 
decides. Whack ’em and cuddle 
em after. 


Then this little heckler in the 
crowd started in about immigra- 
tion—and_ within split seconds 
Andrew Fauld’s bonhomie had 
vanished, and he was shouting 


him down. “You’re sick, go 
away! ” 
A not unreasonable reaction, 


since it rapidly transpired that 
the heckler was a British Nazi, 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


and Andrew Faulds had, one 
assumes, tangled with him 
already. (Natural, that is, aside 
from the odd convention by 
which, in order to express dis- 
gust and contempt for someone’s 
beliefs and practices, one accuses 
him of being sick.) 

But what Mr Faulds seems to 
have missed is that, earlier, he 
himself had been using exactly 
the same arguments and tone that 
a genial, kindly, paternalistic 
plantation owner might have used 
about his contented Darkies. 


Ah well, we all have our blind 
spots. According to an article in 
Horizon, Karl Marx was a racist 
and believed that Negroes be- 
longed to an inferior race. 


* * *% 


Talking about racism, it occurs to 
me that the letters in the press 
pointing out that the British don’t 
have much right to complain 
about immigration, seeing as 


they’ve pinched Australia, North 
America, South Africa, and so 


forth from the original inhabi- 
tants, are misconceived. 


I suspect that awareness of all 
these facts underly much _anti- 
black-immigrant feeling. ‘‘ What’s 
to stop them doing to us what we 
did to them?” In fact, I suspect 
that working-class Powellists, at 
any rate, are not so much think- 
ing like colonialists, but rather as 
aborigines. 


What needs to be got over to 
people is that the British 
aborigine is dealing with a much 
better type of immigrant than 
those the unfortunate Australians, 
American Indians, and Southern 
Africans still have to cope with. 


* * * 


Footnote to Her Majesty’s South 
American tour. Apparently in 
Santiago, Chile, a bloke was 
arrested for trying to approach 
her. Says the UPI despatch: 


“ Victor Kaouk Jarjour said he 
merely wanted to embrace the 
Queen. Police held him for in- 


terrogation and a_ possible 
sanity examination.” 
* * * 


I see that an indignant father in 
an English village got fed up 
with speeding cars, so he in- 
stalled a six-inch girder across 
the roadway to make cars slow 
down. That’s the spirit. 


I’ve always felt the best way to 
stop speeding is to have good 
cobbly bumpy roads in towns, so 
that drivers have to drive slowly 
to keep their spine in one piece. 
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““M a latter-day Lawrencian./I believe 
in the brain confirming/The release of my 
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from ‘‘ The Green Man’’ by Norman Iles 
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SEND a Christmas greeting to your friends 
and help Peace News. Why not put a 
message in this column tn the Christmas 
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THE ’CROSS FRONTIERS Language Centre, 
incorporating the Internationa] Discussion 
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TRAIN to be an earning writer at home, 
now. Free brochure with pleasure. Screen 
Associates, Suite 500, Chesham House, 150 
Regent Street, London W1. 


TYPING, manuscripts, theses, etc. Sue 
Pottie, 4C Willow Buildings, Willow Road, 
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Publications 


FIDEL CASTRO. Eight Major Speeches, 
first English edition, 15s. Che Guevara, 
Socialism and Man in Cuba, and four 
other works, 5s. Just published in paper- 
back by Stage 1. Ask in your bookshop or 
send £1 for both books (post free) to 
ee Libre, 21 Theobalds Road, London 
Ci. 


FREEDOM PRESS publish Anarchy monthly 
2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial subscription 
to both for two months: &s post free, 84B 
Whitechapel High Street (Angel Alley) 
London Ei. 


ORIGINS OF: Anarchism in China: 
Workers’ Council Movement, Germany: 
Revolutionary Movement in Spain: Truth 
about Bonnet Gang. All 2s Gd each. Aims 
and Principles of Anarchism 2s, 1649 5s. 
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RESURGENCE. Bi-monthly 3s, £1 pa. Ex- 
plores the basic causes cf war and 
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power, while seeking an _ alternative 
society, a ‘Fourth World’’ where 
economic and political units operate on a 
human scale, under the control of people, 
not ‘‘ opinion-egineers’*. Available from 
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Housmans or directly from 94 Priory 
Road, London NW6. 


SOCIALIST LEADER for outspoken views 
and comment, For peace and freedom. 6d 
weekly from: 197 Kings Cross Road, Lon- 
don WC1 


THE RAILWAY REVIEW. Weekly railway- 
men’s paper Essential reading for those 
who want the authentic voice of railway 
workers, Obtainable 9s a quarter post free 
from 105 Euston Road, NWI. 


Wanted 

BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought, Hammer- 
smith Books. Liffords Place, SW13. PRO 
7254. 

VOLUNTEERS to pack Peace News on 


Wednesday evenings from 5.30 onwards. 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross N1. 


For sale 


WORLD PEACE DIARY 1969 now available. 
6s (post 6d) two pages per week: 10s 
(post 8d) a page a day. Quantity rates. 
Excellent peaceniks Christmas gift. 
Housmans, 5 Caledonian Road, London Nl. 


Cinema 
NEW CINEMA CLUB. Bunuel, Godard, 
Makavejev, Warhol. Free booklet illus- 


trates new season. 122 Wardour Street W1. 
01-734 5838. 


Theatre 

UNITY EUS $647. ‘‘ The Rent’’ by Theo- 
dore Roszak. A play showing the roots of 
violence in America. Perfs Fri, Sat, Sun 
7.45 pm. Tickets 10s, 7s 6d, 5s. 
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GREEK FAST PAYS OFF 


News came through last Friday that Alexander Panaghoulis, found guilty of trying to murder 

Greek Colonel Papadopoulos, was not to die. Greeks who had been fasting outside the Greek 

Embassy in London for 4} days danced for joy at the reprieve and sang Theodorakis songs. Here, 
protected by a polythene sheet, fasters huddle together near the Embassy. See story, page 5. 


